The Doctor of Arts (D.A.) degree is a degree specifically designed to prepare and train quality college teachers. The program leading to the D.A. is a rigorous one, and takes into account not only a candidates knowledge of a particular field but also his ability to relate his knowledge to others. This report takes into consideration the factors leading to the establishment of the degree, characteristics common to both the Ph.D. and the D.A., the differences between the Ph.D. and the D.A. programs, and the present status of the D.A. degree. There are a number of factors which indicate that the D.A. degree will be successful in the future: (1) the endorsement of the D.A. degree by a large number of professional organizations; C4 the relatively large number of universities offering, planning to offer, or considering the possibility of offering the D.A. degree; (3) the increasing need for junior college and college instructors who are specifically prepared to teach; and (4) the increasing interest of graduate students in teaching and working with college-age students rather than becoming research specialists. A description of the Ball State University D.A. program in the field of music is included in the paper. (HS) 
undergraduate college teaching has been growing for a number of years and fin- The Doctor of Arts Degree
The Doctor of Arts degree is specifically designed to prepare college teachers.
This goal is achieved through a program of study which includes breadth of preparation in a subject field; the development of the candidate's ability to read, understand, interpret, and apply the results of research to teaching; and a dissertation directly related to college teaching. Preparation for college teaching is developed through courses and/or seminars in such areas as the psychology of learning, higher education, and present-day social issues and concerns; and participating in an internship and/or externship experience.
The admission, retention, and degree standards for the Doctor of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy degrees are equally rigorous. While the two degree programs have different degree objectives and goals, the requirements are equally demanding.
The Doctor of Arts degree supplements, not replaces, the Doctor of Philosophy degree. It must be remembered that the Doctor of Arts degree is not a lbe-all" or "end-all" degree but is another &actor's degree designed with a specific purpose in mind --the preparation of the teacher-scholar.
B.
Factors Leading to the Establishment of the Doctor of Arts Degree 1.
The need for more teacher-scholars prepared at the doctoral level for ally has reached the point of action. The increased specialization of Ph.D. degree subject fields in the last 15 to 20 years had made many of its graduates less employable for college level teaching. Most of the smaller colleges need teachers who are more broadly prepared so that they can teach several subjects within a discipline and even courses in several related disciplines.
3.
Some of the student dissent in recent years has been a result of poor teaching and the supposed lack of interest in teaching exhibited by some faculty members. The demand by students for college teachers who are interested in teaching and prepared to teach has no doubt been another key factor in the need for a degree designed to prepare the teacher-scholar. Clark Kerr, Chairman of the Carnegie Commission on Higher Education, has stated that the Doctor of Arts should be the standard degree for college teaching.
4.
The high attrition rate of Ph.D. degree candidates is due in part to the frustration and lack of interest resulting from the over specialization of preparation, the excessive emphasis on research, and the lengthy dissertation which in some cases takes several years to complete. and the dissertation, therdby reducing the excessive attrition rate which has been associated with the Ph.D. degree for many years.
5.
The demand for Ph.D. degree graduates in smme fields is on the decline; in fact, there is an oversupply in some fields and some universities are limiting Ph.D. degree enrollments. While it is likely that there will be less demand for research-scholars, it is quite likely that there will be an increasing demand for teacher-scholars in future years as a result of the growth of enrollments in two-year and state colleges. On the matter of research and college teaching the Council of Graduate Schools states:* But the Importance of research as a component of college teaching is considerably less for those not teaching at the Ph.D. level, and this group constitutes the majority of teachers in higher education. The necessity for research competence and activities at these other levels varies at least quantitatively and in emphasis, depending upon the subject being taught. For most college faculty it seems clear that the research competence required for the great majority of college teachers can be obtained through the proposed Doctor of Arts program. The quality of both degree programs is equal but different in character.
2.
The admission, retention, and degree standards are equally demanding for both degrees.
3.
Both degree programs require a minimum of three years of graduate work and a dissertation. Specifically designed to prepare college teachers 2. Emphasis is on preparing the teacher-scholar 3. Admission requirements include the applicant's potential, interest, and aptitude for college teaching 4. Major field of study is a broad subject matter area or may span several related areas Admission requirements do not necessarily consider the applicant's potential, interest, and aptitude for college teaching 4 Major field of study is usually a subfield within a subject matter area 5. lhe dissertation which is related 5. to the teaching of a subject may take several forms -a research study on teaching methods, development and testing of new teaching techniques and instructional media, synthesizing scattered materials into a teaching unit, development of a new curriculum or course of study, the writing of a textbook, etc.
The dissertation should demonstrate the student's mastery of academic content and his ability to apply research to teaching 6. Development of ability to read, understand, and interpret the results of research, and the application of researdh findings and new pedagogical developments to college teaching 7. A professional core of courses and seminars are included to prepare the candidate for college teaching, e.g., psychology of learning, tests and measurenents, history and sociology of higher education, problems in teaching, and contemporary issues and social concerns affecting higher education Dissertation normally is a contribution to new knowledge in a specialized field 6. Emphasis on mastery of research skills and tools including research design, research methodology, statistical techniques, and usually foreign languages 7. A professional core or component is not normally a requirement Ball State University 8.
A teaching internship and/or 8. A structured teaching internship externship which is supervised, and/or externship is not normally criticized, and evaluated by required experienced senior faculty members; the externship is in a two-year or four-year college On the matter of degree functions, the Council of Graduate Schools has taken the following position:*
The program leading to the Doctor of Arts degree will parallel other doctoral programs but will be oriented toward developing teaching competence in a broad subject matter area. In contrast, the Doctor of Philosophy program is designed to prepare a graduate student for a lifetime of creative activity and research, although it will often be in association with a career in teaching at a university or college. 
FUture of the Doctor of Arts Degree
It is too early to predict the success of the Doctor of Arts degree. The degree has been criticized by some who say that it is doomed to mediocrity, the degree will never be accepted, or that it will likely be dropped in a few year.
Some of these same things were said about the Doctor of Education, the Doctor of Musical Arts, the Doctor of Engineering, and the Doctor of Business Administration degrees when they were initiated; however, these professional degrees, as well as several others, are meeting a real need and have been accepted by students, department heads, deans, and other college and university admimistrators.
In summary, the factors which indicate the Doctor of Arts degree will be successful include the following: In conclusion, I would like to say it has been a pleasure and a challenge to all of us at Ball State to develop a new type of doctoral program destgned to prepare college teachers.
